
From: Brownfield, Jill [jbrownfiel@state.pa.us] on behalf of AG, CHBcomments
[CHBComments@state.pa.us]

Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2009 5:04 PM
To: dhain@pahouse.net; IRRC; kebersole@pasen.gov; Kennedy, David C. (AG); Kerry Golden;

MULLER, JENNIFER; Smith, Jessie L; Thall, Gregory (GC); wgevans@pasenate.com
Subject: FW: comment on propsed PA dog regulation
Attachments: Reg response.doc

From: nrae80@aol.com [mailto:nrae80@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 11:48 PM
To: AG, CHBcomments
Subject: comment on propsed PA dog regulation

I'm writing to submit my comment regarding the proposed PA dog regulation. I am a Veterinary Medical Officer in NJ with
USDA's Animal Care agency. I am submitting the attached document as my comment. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Nadira Williams, VIVID
Veterinary medical Officer
USDA APHIS AC



These selected regulations pertaining to dogs and cats are from the 9 CFR Part 3 - Standards from the
Animal Welfare Act. We remind our licencees that these AWA regulations are the minimum
standards that are required by the USDA's Animal Care agency. However, we encourage them to go
above and beyond these minimum standards to ensure the health and well-being of the animals and to
prevent or decrease the likelihood of non-compliances.

The proposed regulation from the PA Canine Health Board is definitely in line with our AWA
regulations. I also feel that they put into practice the higher standards that we promote among our
licencees. In my experience with numerous research facilities, I have noted that solid and slat-flooring
is the standard for all dog enclosures. They provide a safe and comfortable surface that can be easily
cleaned. I would also like to stress the importance of enrichment for these dogs. Increasing the
enclosure size, does not necessarily mean that the animals will receive sufficient exercise. Nor does it
guarantee that they are adequately utilizing the extra space. Implementing an enrichment plan, that
includes things such as appropriate enrichment toys/ items and/ or compatible pair-housing or group
exercise, will help ensure that the dogs are healthier and well-socialized. The descriptions and
parameters set forth in the proposed regulation will assist in setting a better standard of care for the
dogs and ensure that their health and well-being becomes more of a priority, as opposed to simply
making a profit.

Nadira Williams, VMD

Sec. 3.1 Housing facilities, general.

Facilities and Operating Standards

(c) Surfaces-

(1) General requirements. The surfaces of housing facilities-including houses, dens, and other furniture-type fixtures
and objects within the facility-must be constructed in a manner and made of materials that allow them to be readily
cleaned and sanitized, or removed or replaced when worn or soiled. Interior surfaces and any surfaces that come in
contact with dogs or cats must:

(i) Be free of excessive rust that prevents the required cleaning and sanitization, or that affects the structural
strength of the surface; and

(ii) Be free of jagged edges or sharp points that might injure the animals.

(2) Maintenance and replacement of surfaces. All surfaces must be maintained on a regular basis. Surfaces of
housing facilities-including houses, dens, and other furniture-type fixtures and objects within the facility-that cannot
be readily cleaned and sanitized, must be replaced when worn or soiled.

(3) Cleaning. Hard surfaces with which the dogs or cats come in contact must be spot-cleaned daily and sanitized in
accordance with Sec. 3.11(b) of this subpart to prevent accumulation of excreta and reduce disease hazards. Floors
made of dirt, absorbent bedding, sand, gravel, grass, or other similar material must be raked or spot-cleaned with
sufficient frequency to ensure all animals the freedom to avoid contact with excreta. Contaminated material must be
replaced whenever this raking and spot-cleaning is not sufficient to prevent or eliminate odors, insects, pests, or
vermin infestation. All other surfaces of housing facilities must be cleaned and sanitized when necessary to satisfy
generally accepted husbandry standards and practices. Sanitization may be done using any of the methods provided
in Sec. 3.11(b)(3) for primary enclosures.



(f) Drainage and waste disposal. Housing facility operators must provide for regular and frequent collection, removal,
and disposal of animal and food wastes, bedding, debris, garbage, water, other fluids and wastes, and dead animals,
in a manner that minimizes contamination and disease risks. Housing facilities must be equipped with disposal
facilities and drainage systems that are constructed and operated so that animal waste and water are rapidly
eliminated and animals stay dry. Disposal and drainage systems must minimize vermin and pest infestation, insects,
odors, and disease hazards. All drains must be properly constructed, installed, and maintained. If closed drainage
systems are used, they must be equipped with traps and prevent the backflow of gases and the backup of sewage
onto the floor. If the facility uses sump or settlement ponds, or other similar systems for drainage and animal waste
disposal, the system must be located far enough away from the animal area of the housing facility to prevent odors,
diseases, pests, and vermin infestation. Standing puddles of water in animal enclosures must be drained or mopped
up so that the animals stay dry.

Sec. 3.2 Indoor housing facilities.

(a) Heating, cooling, and temperature. Indoor housing facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently heated and
cooled when necessary to protect the dogs and cats from temperature or humidity extremes and to provide for their
health and well-being. When dogs or cats are present, the ambient temperature in the facility must not fall below 50
deg. F (10 deg. C) for dogs and cats not acclimated to lower temperatures, for those breeds that cannot tolerate lower
temperatures without stress or discomfort (such as short-haired breeds), and for sick, aged, young, or infirm dogs and
cats, except as approved by the attending veterinarian. Dry bedding, solid resting boards, or other methods of
conserving body heat must be provided when temperatures are below 50 deg. F (10 deg. C). The ambient temperature
must not fall below 45 deg. F (7.2 deg. C) for more than 4 consecutive hours when dogs or cats are present, and must
not rise above 85 deg. F (29.5 deg. C) for more than 4 consecutive hours when dogs or cats are present. The
preceding requirements are in addition to, not in place of, all other requirements pertaining to climatic conditions in
parts 2 and 3 of this chapter.

(b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently ventilated at all times when dogs or cats
are present to provide for their health and well-being, and to minimize odors, drafts, ammonia levels, and moisture
condensation. Ventilation must be provided by windows, vents, fans, or air conditioning. Auxiliary ventilation, such as
fans, blowers, or air conditioning must be provided when the ambient temperature is 85 deg. F (29.5 deg. C) or higher.
The relative humidity must be maintained at a level that ensures the health and well-being of the dogs or cats housed
therein, in accordance with the directions of the attending veterinarian and generally accepted professional and
husbandry practices.

(c) Lighting. Indoor housing facilities for dogs and cats must be lighted well enough to permit routine inspection and
cleaning of the facility, and observation of the dogs and cats. Animal areas must be provided a regular diurnal lighting
cycle of either natural or artificial light. Lighting must be uniformly diffused throughout animal facilities and provide
sufficient illumination to aid in maintaining good housekeeping practices, adequate cleaning, adequate inspection of
animals, and for the well-being of the animals. Primary enclosures must be placed so as to protect the dogs and cats
from excessive light.

(d) Interior surfaces. The floors and walls of indoor housing facilities, and any other surfaces in contact with the
animals, must be impervious to moisture. The ceilings of indoor housing facilities must be impervious to moisture or be
replaceable (e.g., a suspended ceiling with replaceable panels).

Sec. 3.3 Sheltered housing facilities.

(a) Heating, cooling, and temperature. The sheltered part of sheltered housing facilities for dogs and cats must be
sufficiently heated and cooled when necessary to protect the dogs and cats from temperature or humidity extremes
and to provide for their health and well-being. The ambient temperature in the sheltered part of the facility must not fall
below 50 deg. F (10 deg. C) for dogs and cats not acclimated to lower temperatures, for those breeds that cannot
tolerate lower temperatures without stress and discomfort (such as short-haired breeds), and for sick, aged, young, or
infirm dogs or cats, except as approved by the attending veterinarian. Dry bedding, solid resting boards, or other
methods of conserving body heat must be provided when temperatures are below 50 deg. F (10 deg. C). The ambient
temperature must not fall below 45 deg. F (7.2 deg. C) for more than 4 consecutive hours when dogs or cats are
present, and must not rise above 85 deg. F (29.5 deg. C) for more than 4 consecutive hours when dogs or cats are



present. The preceding requirements are in addition to, not in place of, all other requirements pertaining to climatic
conditions in parts 2 and 3 of this chapter.

(b) Ventilation. The enclosed or sheltered part of sheltered housing facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently
ventilated when dogs or cats are present to provide for their health and well-being, and to minimize odors, drafts,
ammonia levels, and moisture condensation. Ventilation must be provided by windows, doors, vents, fans, or air
conditioning. Auxiliary ventilation, such as fans, blowers, or air-conditioning, must be provided when the ambient
temperature is 85 deg. F (29.5 deg. C) or higher.

(c) Lighting. Sheltered housing facilities for dogs and cats must be lighted well enough to permit routine inspection and
cleaning of the facility, and observation of the dogs and cats. Animal areas must be provided a regular diurnal lighting
cycle of either natural or artificial light. Lighting must be uniformly diffused throughout animal facilities and provide
sufficient illumination to aid in maintaining good housekeeping practices, adequate cleaning, adequate inspection of
animals, and for the well-being of the animals. Primary enclosures must be placed so as to protect the dogs and cats
from excessive light

(d) Shelter from the elements. Dogs and cats must be provided with adequate shelter from the elements at all times to
protect their health and well-being. The shelter structures must be large enough to allow each animal to sit, stand, and
lie in a normal manner and to turn about freely.

(e) Surfaces.

(1) The following areas in sheltered housing facilities must be impervious to moisture:

(i) Indoor floor areas in contact with the animals;

(ii) Outdoor floor areas in contact with the animals, when the floor areas are not exposed to the direct sun, or are
made of a hard material such as wire, wood, metal, or concrete; and

(Hi) All walls, boxes, houses, dens, and other surfaces in contact with the animals.

(2) Outside floor areas in contact with the animals and exposed to the direct sun may consist of compacted earth,
absorbent bedding, sand, gravel, or grass.


